CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES AGENCY
Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect (MACCAN)

Tuesday – December 1, 2015

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Child and Family Services Agency

200 I Street SE, Conference Room 1001-A

Washington, DC 20003

Agenda

1. Call to Order
· Chair, Satira Streeter called the meeting to order.
2. Ascertainment of Quorum
· A quorum was met for this meeting (6 non-governmental members)
3. Acknowledgement of Adoption of the Minutes of the August 25, 2015, meeting
· The minutes from the October 27, 2015 meeting were approved by the committee at the end of the meeting. 

4. Report by the Chair and Co-Chair of MACCAN
a. Updates
· Members were asked to introduce themselves again and share what their organization does around one or more of the proposed goals for 2016 so the committee could get an idea of who is in the room and what the interests are.

· Joyce Thomas- Center for Child Protection & Family Support, her agency focuses on all in a number of ways, pioneer in sex abuse cases, former director of child abuse unit at children’s hospital, coordinated congressional hearing on corporal punishment- if we are interested in stopping physical abuse we need to take a look at the research around corporal punishment. 


· Andrea Allen- DCPS- Office of Youth Engagement- provides supportive services for homeless youth and families
· Ora Graham- Mayor’s Services Liaison Office- helps to coordinate MACCAN- all goals are relevant- Corporal punishment – top interest – education piece and how we discipline our children

· Roni Seabrook- provides administrative support to MACCAN, Corporal Punishment is an important issue for all helping professionals to take a look at.

· Richard Harris, CASA DC- Part of national association hat recruits community advocates to help youth in child welfare system navigate towards permanency- all areas impact the lives of youth in which his organization works
· Julie Breslow- magistrate judge DCSC, on CAN calendar, issues she discusses every day, other organizations doing sex abuse (CAC), excited to see corporal punishment topic, not something a lot of other people are looking at. Crosses boundaries of all we do. See corporal punishment in court house all of the time. Novel topic, we can do a lot of good work around. 
· Audrey Townsend, DDS, former CPS investigator in Florida, Corporal Punishment would be an eye opening experience. 
· Yuliana Del Arroyo- OSSE, mandated report training, very interested in corporal punishment
· Sharra Greer, CLC- guardian ad litem program, many clients are young parents, at Generations clinic at CNMC

· Vinetta Freeman, DOH, division chief, child and adolescent health, Chicago Parenting Program, Rape Prevention Grant- speak up be safe- curriculum

· Debra Porchia-Usher- Deputy Director Community Partnerships @ CFSA, address all these areas some in partnership with CBO’s, Corporal Punishment is an awareness that needs to be raised, has association with child sex abuse, Many young parents traumatized by their own experiences. 

· Ellen Wells, DHS- TANF, Food Stamps, Rent based programs, TANF has 4 pillars, programs to reduce barriers to employment
· Dr. Lorraine Chase, USAO- increase in issue around corporal punishment, A lot of confusion around corporal punishment based on own experiences, this would be enlightening for many folks, child sex abuse seen daily, part of MDT that addresses serious physical and sex abuse, victim advocates
· Ludy Green- 2nd chance employment services , Corporal punishment- learned behavior that can end in DV, early education is key
· Satira Street, Clinical Psych in Anacostia, passionate about child sex abuse, seen most in women she sees, taboo issue, help educate children on what sex abuse is- prote4cting our children from sexual predators, corporal punishment- a lot of parents do not know. 
· Cheryl Anne Boyce- Psychologist, researcher at NIH, Corporal Punishment- think about cross cutting goals, promoting positive parenting cuts across a lot of agencies

· Donna Flenory, - FAPAC, bridging gaps between foster parents and birth parents, all issues are impacting these families, Supporting young parents primary concern- young people being turned away at shelter because of no room, sex and then corporal punishment. 

· Charmetra Parker- OAG- Child Protection section, Corporal Punishment- focusing on what you can do

· Rose Gordy, SAFE SHORES CAC, 1 in 10 kids sexually abused (contact act) before the age of 18, a lot of recantation, kids understand repercussions very young, Seeing a lot of peer on peer sex abuse, 500 interviews, 350 sex abuse, 180 between juveniles
b. Steven Walker from MOTA swore in Judge Julie Breslow, and Dr. Lorraine Chase- Maria Martins-Evora was not present 
c. Joyce Thomas- shared issue from Congressional Hearing
· research is clear 80% of physical abuse cases start out with corporal punishment as a factor,
· lot of cultural factors,
· Representative Hastings of Florida looking at corporal punishment in homes and schools
· 19 states in US where corporal punishment is still allowed
·  No Hit Zones in a hot of health facilities being put up
·  also providing positive information,
· Putting together journal articles on Corporal Punishment
· ? Charter School guidelines? In DC charter schools are public schools
· It’s a mindset we need to change, must consider double standards
· Sexual Assault Victims Rights Act of 2013- recommending a lot of changes that we need to talk about
· We should drill down if we are going to look at any of these issues, all worthy goals
d. 2016 Meeting Calendar 
e. 2016 goals—the following 3 goals will be considered:
· Child sexual abuse

· Corporal Punishment (A look at the effects of physical punishment on children & why it should be reconsidered)
· The majority of the committee members identified this as an area of interest (8 out of 16 present)


· Supporting Young Parents
Goal Discussion:

· Is it too big of a goal to look at all 3? 
· What exactly can we do- we all want to see that something comes out of this. 

· When we meet this time next year, what can we say we produced? 

· No Hit Zones idea is very exciting- is this an issue we can get the Mayor behind? 

· Resource guide or clearing house for all CAN resources in DC does not exist- do we want to produce this?

· April- CAN prevention month- MACCAN can boost efforts of existing efforts- such as work at CAC-

· What can MACCAN boost and what can we create?- Child Sex Abuse- look at CAC as this is their mandate and support and boost their efforts in this area? Prevention efforts before we start to take it on new- Some things we will support- other things we can create- Corporal Punishment we can create an initiative- this is proposed instead of taking both on fully
· Fact sheet?

· Public forum so we can hear from parents around their concerns about discipline- before we develop anything we would want to hear from them, they need an opportunity to vent and share strategies- more buy in
· We can bring visitors to this forum- How does SAVRA affect us? – we need to explore this
· This committee needs to know what the SAVRA task force is doing- Rose Gordy is on SAVRA task force

· USAO was not allowed to sit on this task force- Dr. Chase shared info with MACCAN last year. Concerns around mandated reporting
· April is CAN months and Victim’s Rights- USAO will work to incorporate CAN stuff around awareness

· DOJ- defending childhood national initiative- national awareness campaign PSA- they are addressing this issue- make sure there is a connection between the two

· We should not overwhelm, ourselves but MACCAN must address issues that impact children and families in the District

· How do we educate the community on corporal punishment? We should peel back and take a look at it. Fact sheets and then perhaps a no hit zone- we have to educate before we establish-why do we need no hit zones? 
· We should partner with the child fatality committee- many are a result of discipline- excessive corporal punishment- link our recommendations and actions to theirs- build on something that is already in place

· What can we tangibly do? At the end of the day the resources are great if people pick them up and utilize them. This does not always happen. Is a forum possible- where folks are present for them to talk to and get the help they need? We need to hold all-day event with food as you have to feed people. 
· If a mom does not have secure housing all the resource guides in the world mean nothing- she needs to sit down with someone to help her navigate. 

· How do we want to proceed? 

· The struggle with SAVRA is around mandated reporting- they are coming from a DV and sexual assault background

· With Physical abuse there is a continuum of assault- there is a link and connection between all- we decided you can no longer beat your wife, so conceptually is it time to decide that corporal punishment is not okay as well? They call it simple assault that does not come through MDT for physical abuse- there is a line
-we need to be clear about the conceptualization- starts at home and then spreads- are we clear as a group and a community as to what is child physical abuse
· Studies on poly-victimization- we must be familiar with all- we have to understand the scope and drill down- all overlapping

· A campaign can’t happen overnight- we would need a timeline- where do we want to be and how do we get there?

· We are an advisory group, so we don’t have resources. Cross cutting body between agencies and the communities. 

· Awareness education followed by action- does it make sense to have awareness education forum in April? 

· A lot on sex abuse awareness and education goes on in April from the CAC- let’s support this effort. Let’s do one thing well instead of taking on too much. 

· Families don’t do well at the back end- CFSA is partnering with CBOs to get out there in the community- what can we do per Agency within our own building and communities

· Sensitivity and awareness are buzz words for a number of issues. Sensitive to need and aware of need- in the past a Saturday session was help to hash it out. Do we need to start small to build big?  This goes across SES lines. Where do we start? We need more work to define what we see as doable in short, mid and long term. 

· As MACCAN we are executive branch and not legislative branch. Anything we suggest legislatively must go through the mayor’s legislative folks. We don’t get to lobby. 

· District campaign-idea- 3 things to make your children happy, healthy and successful? What do we want to support across agencies? 

· We will meet from 10-12 next year. 

· We have June and July meetings as we were unable to get a May date. The late May meeting is pushed forward to the first week in June. 

· Forward any meeting/conference educational info to Roni. She will share it with the full committee. 

5. Opportunity for Public Comment 
6. Adjournment
7. Next Meeting January 26, 2016, 10:00-12:00 pm @ CFSA
If any questions/comments, please contact Roni Seabrook at (202) 724-7076 or roni.seabrook@dc.gov.
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