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District of Columbia

Department of Forensic Sciences

Department of Forensic Sciences

Science Advisory Board Meeting

Friday, April 24, 2015

Science Advisory Board Chairman Irv Litofsky calls the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m., Friday, April 24, 2015. Roll call identifying board members present included Jay Siegel, Mike Coble, Pete Marone and Sandy Zabell. Board member Bill Grosshandler participated via teleconference. Dr. Max M. Houck, Director, Dr. Christopher Maguire, Deputy Director, and Christine Funk, General Counsel were identified for the record as well.

A quorum was established to conduct board business.
Board Chair Irv Litofsky presented the January 9, 2015, meeting minutes, which were adopted following the board’s review and approval. The Chairman initiated discussion to define the board’s role, functions, practices and procedures. 
Following a review and interpretation of the Board’s statutory requirements by DFS General Counsel Christine Funk, the board revisited recent board actions taken, the manner in which they were taken and the resultant effect. The development of a defined lineage for communications from the Board to the Mayor and City Council was deemed essential by the board.

The need to have the legal support of and access to a general counsel and clerical staff by the board was discussed. Director Houck informed the board that the department is currently facing a 2.6 percent budget cut that will impact the regularity of in-person Science Advisory Board meetings as well as the possibility for acquisition of additional resources for the board. The Director further added that he would report to the board his findings regarding how the District’s other boards and commissions receive legal support.  Board member Siegel recommended that the department also determine the feasibility of the Science Advisory Board acquiring legal assistance from the Office of the Attorney General.
Julia Leighton, General Counsel, Public Defender Service, offered comments concerning the correctness of the DFS general counsel providing legal advice to the DFS Science Advisory Board.                                                                              
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Director Houck announced the receipt of two audit reports, one from the Office of the Attorney General and one from the ANSI-ASQ National Accreditation Board (ANAB). He briefly discussed factors affecting the discretionary release and disclosure of information and suggested that the board review the audit reports and prepare to participate in a teleconference for an assessment of and response to the reports.
DFS General Counsel Christine Funk reported that there were no reports of allegations. However, Board member Peter Marone recommended the establishment of policy and procedure for the receipt and processing of reports of allegations and offered a description of the reporting framework. Deputy Director Maguire reported on the chronology of events related to the interpretation of complex DNA mixtures, including action taken by the Science Advisory Board, the DFS leadership and the DFS DNA team.  Discussion followed.
Board member Pete Marone recommended that the DFS leadership inform the board of the department’s response to the audit reports and that the Science Advisory Board subcommittee reconvene for a review of all DNA mixtures-related information and the development of the board’s response to the reports.  Board member Marone moved “to refer to the subcommittee for thorough examination of DNA-related issues and data.”
In a research and methods update, Director Houck announced the department’s creation of the position for Deputy Director for Research. Deputy Director Maguire provided an update on paraDNA, followed by board member Sandy Zabell’s announcement concerning potential forensic science related opportunities available at the Statistics and Applied Mathematical Sciences Institute (SAMSI) that may be of interest to the department.
The meeting adjourned at 12:55 p.m.

An audio recording of the meeting is available upon request.
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