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The American Academy of HIV Medicine is the nation’s leading 
independent organization of healthcare professionals dedicated to 
providing excellence in HIV care and prevention. Our membership of 
practitioners and credentialed clinicians manage the health of the 
majority of people with and at risk for HIV in the United States.

More information about the Academy: https://aahivm.org/about-us/
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About the Academy

https://aahivm.org/about-us/


• The Academy’s HIV-focused professional certifications are the first 
and only credentials offered domestically and internationally to 
physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants and pharmacists 
specializing in advanced level HIV care.

• Credentials:
• HIV Pharmacist

• Pharmacists specializing in HIV care and prevention.
• HIV Specialist

• Physicians, NPs, and PAs specializing in HIV care and prevention.
• HIV Expert

• Physicians, NPs, PAs, and Pharmacists in non-clinical settings with specialized knowledge 
of HIV care and prevention.
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Academy Credentials 



• Intersectionality of HIV requires multi-disciplinary approach for 
optimal health outcomes

• HIV is unique due to:
• Infectious Disease
• Increased Stigma and impact of Social Determinants of Health
• Complicated condition with many comorbidities
• Aging population with HIV offers unique and novel challenges

• Optimal management of HIV requires some specialized experience 
and training
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Why an HIV Credential?



Maintain 
Pharmacist 

License

Experience 
managing 

patients with 
HIV

Complete 45 
Hours of HIV-
related CPE

Pass the HIV 
Credentialing 

Exam

Renew Every 
3 Years
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How to Become an HIV Pharmacist



1. Licensure: Maintain a current, valid Pharmacist license.
2. Experience: Provide direct involvement in the HIV care of at least 25 

people with HIV within the 36 months preceding the date of 
application or participate in the Academy Mentoring Program

3. Education: Complete a minimum of 45 credits or activity hours of 
HIV-related continuing education within the 36 months preceding 
the date of application
• Minimum 15 Hours Accredited by ACPE

Full eligibility requirements: https://aahivm.org/hiv-pharmacist
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HIV Pharmacist Eligibility Requirements



• 125 Multiple Choice Questions
• Administered twice per year
• 4 Content Domains

I. Diagnostic Assessment
II. Treatment
III. Patient Education
IV. Professional Responsibility

Full content outline at 
https://aahivm.org/hiv-pharmacist
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HIV Credentialing Exam

https://aahivm.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/HIV-Pharmacist-Credentialing-Exam-Content-Outline-1.3.2020.pdf


• HIV Pharmacist Credential Developed in 2010
• Partner with Meazure Learning for all psychometric services
• Examination development follows credentialing industry standard 

processes
• Content based on Role Delineation Study/Job Analysis

• Initial Analysis completed in 2010, renewed in 2018, scheduled to renew in 2024
• Passing Standard and Score Equating conducted through standard 

psychometric processes

• Examination developed by over 30 subject matter experts

8

Exam Development Process



• Credentials awarded for 3 years
• Renewal Process

• Complete additional 45 hours of HIV-related continuing education
• Maintain other initial eligibility requirements
• Pass the updated HIV Credentialing Exam

• Renewal Credentials awarded for additional 3 years
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Credential Maintenance



Global

United States

DMV

Washington, DC

•1,801 pharmacists

•1,772 pharmacists

•52 pharmacists

•27 pharmacists
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Who is credentialed by the Academy?



• New York
• HIV Pharmacist credential allowed 

as evidence of expertise for 
Collaborative Drug Therapy 
Management (Criteria 3)

• https://www.op.nysed.gov/sites/o
p/files/prof/pharm/pharmCDTMCr
edentialsSummary.pdf
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Other Jurisdictions Who Recognize the 
Academy

https://www.op.nysed.gov/sites/op/files/prof/pharm/pharmCDTMCredentialsSummary.pdf


• Washington, DC identified as 
one of 57 Priority Jurisdictions

• In addition to Montgomery County 
and Prince George’s County

• EHE Goal to reduce new HIV 
transmissions by 75% by 2025 
and 90% by 2030

• Pharmacists can play a key role 
in EHE, especially through PrEP
administration via CPAs
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Ending the HIV Epidemic
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