MAYOR’S OFFICE ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER AFFAIRS

COMMISSION ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Monday, December 18, 6:30 PM
441 4th Street, NW Room 721 North

Washington, DC 20001

Dial In: 877-787-5492
Participant Code: 9401470
Agenda

A. Call to Order 
B. Introductions 
a. Commissioners

b. MOAPIA Staff 
C. Quorum 
D. Approval of Agenda 
E. Executive Reports and Business Items 
a. Director’s Report, Ben de Guzman, MOAPIA 
b. MOAPIA updates
i. Staff and Commission Recruitment
ii. Overview of 2023
iii. Look Ahead to 2024
F. Sub-Committee updates 

G. Miscellaneous Items
H. Meeting Adjournment 
Questions:

Ben de Guzman, MOAPIA, ben.deguzman@dc.gov 
communityaffairs.dc.gov/moapia
Call to Order

Chair Adhikari called the meeting to order at 6:39 PM.

Introduction of Commissioners and Quorum – quorum was present. 

Commissioners In Attendance

Jennifer Anderson (in-person)

Jennifer Hara (by phone)

Niranjan Adhikari (by phone)

Karen Kwok (by phone)

(Not present: Jeff Duong Le, Artisha Naidu, Krishna Godiwala, and Sina Uipi)

MOAPIA Staff in Attendance

Ben de Guzman, Director

Lavau Nalu, Public Information Officer
Approval of Agenda – Chair Adhikari moved to approve the agenda and Commissioner Hara seconded the motion. The agenda was approved. 

Approval of November Meeting Minutes – Chair Adhikari moved to approve the meeting minutes for November and Commissioner Kwok seconded the motion. The minutes were approved. 
Executive Reports and Business Items

Director de Guzman gave his Director’s report. Currently three open positions in the office. MOTA has been working on these positions, but is also working through some staffing issues internally. The Office held interviews for the Director of Operations and are reviewing resumes for the Community Outreach Specialist and the Office is also hiring a Grants Administrator, which is a new position. 
MOAPIA hosted the Toys and Smiles Holiday Event on Tuesday, December 12 at 6 pm at the 441 4th Street, NW building. AALEAD was the main co-sponsor of the event. MOAPIA worked with the DC Asian American Film Festival for the toy drive. All of the children got two gifts this year!
MOAPIA has continued its community outreach engaging with AAPI small business owners and assisting them with their diverse challenges and needs. Through November 11th to December 8th, 2023, MOAPIA assisted 43 businesses and provided case assistance and resources regarding issues such as Building permit, Basic business license, Mobile vending license, Health inspection, Language program, 311 service, CBE program, DC Façade Improvement Program, Tax-related issue and Clean Hands certificate, Unemployment benefits.

Additionally, MOAPIA is reaching out to residents and small business owners through its rigorous community outreach specifically in the Chinatown / Gallery Place neighborhoods and joint public safety outreach with MPD. From November 11th to December 8th, 2023, MOAPIA conducted business outreach to 26 businesses and connected two victims with DC resources such as Security Camera Rebate Program and Crime Victims Compensation Program. The Office is taking advantage of the focus on the area to have community conversations as we lead up to the Chinese New Year celebration on February 10. 

Finally, MOAPIA participated in the Mayor’s 25th Annual Senior Holiday Celebration on December 13 and held follow-up meetings with the Roadwa Vendors on December 14. 

MOAPIA Update

Director de Guzman provided an overview of activities for 2023. Public safety was a highlight of the past year, especially given the recent announcement of Monument Sports leaving the Verizon Center. Another highlight has been the engagement with the diplomatic corps in DC, specifically the embassies from Southeast Asia and the Pacific. Bangkok (Thailand), Beijing (China), and Seoul (Korea) are all cities where we have Sister City relationships and MOAPIA has been working in increasing engagement with these embassies. 
Looking ahead to 2024, MOAPIA has calendared the major events with the Mayor’s Office. These include the Chinese New Year Celebration and Parade, Heritage Month (May), Foodelicious, Diwali, and the Korean Grocers Association Annual Event and Gala. Director de Guzman would like to start planning the Heritage month celebration early this year to make the events different and refreshed for 2024. Specifically, MOAPIA will form a Task Force sub-committee with the Commissioners and will plan a meeting for January. Commissioners Adhikari and Anderson expressed interest. Director de Guzman will also check with the other Commissioners. 
Sub-Committee Updates

· Pacific Islander Task Force: The sub-committee will be renamed. The work has been active and ongoing, especially due to Lavau’s involvement and outreach. 

· National network of AAPI local agencies: White House Director Erika Morigutsu invited the community to the White House on December (?) and some of the Commissioners attended.
· AAPI Elected Officials: Ongoing engagement. 
· Mental Health: Commissioner Kwok is waiting to hear back from OCA (OCA National Center). Additionally, the Department of Behavioral Health has expressed an intersest in working with us. 

Miscellaneous Updates

Commissioner Anderson mentioned that there is a hospitality group forming for Lunar New Year and they would like to coordinate with MOAPIA for a fundraising event on Monday, February 12th. The event would support a local community organization. 

The next meeting is Monday, January 22 (January 15 is a holiday).
The meeting adjourned at 7:23 pm.

